IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the specification as follows: 

[0003] The invention provides a communication senior that includes a message transf e r 
unit that transfers messages sent between a first user communicating und e r a first communication 
system and a s e cond user communicating under a second communication system. Each of the 
incompatible communications systems may include "wired" and "wir e les s " components. For 
example, th e communication syst e ms could e ach compris e a plurality of mobil e wir e l e ss 
transceivers and a plurality of land based transceiv e rs that are used by em e rgency r e sponse 
organizations. Thes e communication syst e ms may b e incapabl e of communicating dir e ctly with 
e ach oth e r. 

[0004] The communication server may also include a translator connected to th e message 
transfer unit. Th e translator translat e s messages sent from th e first communication system into a 
format compatibl e with th e second communication syst e m and vice v e rsa. 

[OOOS] The communication server also has a voice over Internet protocol (VoIP) unit 
conn e ct e d to th e m e ssag e transfer unit, so that messag e s ar e transmitt e d through th e 
communication s e rv e r in a VoIP format. Thus, messag e s ar e transf e rr e d b e tw ee n th e 
communication systems using discrete Internet protocol addresses. 

[0006] A voic e /data conv e rt e r can b e includ e d with the communication serv e r. Th e 
voic e /data conv e rt e r is us e d to conv e rt voic e messages into data m e ssages and data m e ssag e s 
into voice messages. Thus, with the invention, a voice user in the first communication system 
may transpar e ntly communicat e with a data user in the second communication syst e m (and vic e 
versa) through the communication server. Additionally, the communication server can provide 
an instant m e ssaging unit that allows instant messaging between the communication systems. 

[0007] Th e communication server can includ e a registration unit that associat e s us e rs of 
multiple incompatible communication systems. This allows th e invention to restrict 
communications betwe e n the users by incident and by registration. 

[0008] Using this system, th e inv e ntion pr e s e nts a m e thod of providing communications 
b e tween diff e r e nt communication systems. The inv e ntion conn e cts the first communication 
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system and th e second communication syst e m to the communication serv e r and translat e s 
messages sent from the first communication system into a format compatible with the second 
communication system and vice versa, using the communication server. Again, the invention 
transmits voic e m e ssag e s b e tw ee n th e first communications syst e m and th e s e cond 
communications system through the communication s erver in a voic e over Int e rnet protocol 
VoIP format using discrote Internet protocol addresses. 

[0009] Th e inv e ntion can translat e voic e messag e s to data messag e s and data messag e s to 
voic e messages. Thu s , as e xplained above, a voice us e r in a first communication system may 
transpor e nfly communicat e with a data us e r in th e same or a second communication system 
through th e communication s e rv e r. Th e inv e ntion can also send instant messaging b e twe e n the 
first communication system and th e second communication system so as to provide real time 
communication between users of the different communication systems. 

[00 10] Th e inv e ntion can r e strict communications betw ee n us e rs of multipl e 
communication syst e m s by incid e nt and by thos e us e r s who have associat e d th e m s elve s with a 
specific incident. In such a situation, the invention first identifies th e incident and th e n 
associates at least on e us e r of a first communication syst e m and at least one us e r of a s e cond 
communication syst e m with th e incident. Th e n, th e invention connects th e first user and the 
second user to th e communication s e rver and translates messages sent from th e first user's 
communication syst e m into a format compatibl e with th e s e cond us e r's communication s yst e m 
and vice versa. 

[0003] The invention provides an interoperable data and voice communication system 
and method that supports simultaneous, multi-party communication between incompatible 
communication systems. The interoperable data and voice communication system comprises a 
first communication system that communicates with first users by a first addressing scheme and 
a first communication format for any of data and voice. Each of the first users has a first unique 
Internet Protocol (IP) address. The invention also comprises a second communication system 
that communicates with second users by a second addressing scheme and a second 
communication format for any of data and voice. Each of the second users has a second unique 
Internet Protocol (IP) address. The interoperable communication server comprises a message 
transfer unit that transfers any of data and voice messages between a first user at the first unique 
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IP address and a second user at the second unique IP address. The first addressing scheme is 
incompatible with the second addressing scheme. The global directory uses a common 
hierarchical addressing scheme for the first unique IP address and the second unique IP address, 
and connects a first user at the first unique IP address to a second user at the second unique IP 
address. A translator is connected to the message transfer unit and translates any of data and 
voice messages sent fi'om the first communication system into the second communication format 
compatible with the second communication system and the second communication system into 
the first communication format compatible with the first communication system. A yoice/data 
converter converts voice messages into data messages and data messages into voice messages. A 
voice-over-Intemet-protocol (VoIP) unit is connected to the message transfer unit. The voice 
messages transmitted through the interoperable conununication server are converted to a VoIP 
format. 
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